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shall be operated in conformance with 
the provisions in this section. However, 
the provisions in this section are not 
applicable to such barges when empty 
(not necessarily cleaned or gas-freed). 

(c)(1) Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, no such open hopper type 
barge shall be placed as a lead barge in 
any tow. Such barges shall be placed in 
protected positions within the tow so 
that the danger from diving or swamp-
ing will be minimized. Where, due to 
operating conditions, compliance with 
this paragraph is impossible, the provi-
sions of paragraph (c)(3) of this section 
apply. The person in charge of the tow-
ing vessels shall be responsible for 
compliance with this paragraph. 

(2) No such open hopper type barge 
shall be moved from a loading facility 
unless all void spaces and bilges are 
substantially free of water. Periodic in-
spections and necessary pumping shall 
be carried out to insure the mainte-
nance of such water-free conditions, in 
order to minimize the free surface ef-
fect in both the longitudinal and trans-
verse directions. Except when other-
wise considered necessary for inspec-
tion or pumping, all hatch covers and 
other hull closure devices for void 
spaces and hull compartments shall be 
closed and secured at all times. In the 
case of unmanned barges, the person in 
charge of the towing vessel shall be 
deemed to be in charge of the barge, 
and all requirements to be carried out 
on the barge shall be carried out by or 
under the direction of such person. 

(3) When an open hopper type barge is 
in an exposed position, such that pro-
tection from swamping provided by ad-
joining barges cannot be obtained from 
location within the two alone, it shall 
be the responsibility of the person in 
charge of the towing vessel to control 
speed so as to insure protection against 
diving and swamping of the barge, hav-
ing due regard to its design and 
freeboard, and to the operating condi-
tions. 

(d) To show that special operating re-
quirements apply to a specific open 
hopper type barge, additional placards 
or signs shall be displayed in at least 
four different locations on the barge 
when the cargoes described in para-
graph (a) of this section are carried in 
any form in the cargo tanks. The plac-

ards or signs shall be posted on the 
barge approximately amidships on each 
side and near the centerline of each 
end, facing outboard. Racks, or other 
suitable means, for mounting such 
placards or signs shall be so arranged 
as to provide clear visibility and shall 
be protected from becoming readily 
damaged or obscured. The placards or 
signs shall be at least equal in dimen-
sions to the DOT standard tank car 
‘‘Dangerous’’ placard (103⁄4 inches 
square or larger), and shall display a 
circle (10 inches in diameter or larger) 
with alternating quadrants of white 
and red, and so mounted that the red 
quadrants are centered on the vertical 
axis. The shipper and/or owner of the 
barge shall be responsible for the in-
stallation of the required placards or 
signs, including maintenance of them 
while such barge is in temporary stor-
age with cargo aboard. The person in 
charge of the towing vessel shall be re-
sponsible for the continued mainte-
nance of the placards or signs while 
such barge is in transit. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16704, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGFR 70–10, 35 FR 3709, Feb. 25, 
1970; CGD 86–033, 53 FR 36024, Sept. 16, 1988] 

§ 35.01–50 Special operating require-
ments for tank barges carrying cer-
tain dangerous bulk cargoes—B/ 
ALL. 

(a) The requirements of this section 
shall apply to all tank barges carrying 
those cargoes listed on table 30.25–1, of 
this chapter, which are defined as: 

(1) Flammable liquids having a Reid 
vapor pressure in excess of 25 pounds 
per square inch, absolute, in inde-
pendent tanks (part 32 of this sub-
chapter). 

(2) Liquefied flammable gases (part 38 
of this subchapter). 

(b) All tank barges constructed or 
modified in conformance with the re-
quirements of subpart 32.63 of this sub-
chapter are exempt from the provisions 
of § 35.01–45. 

(c) When it is necessary to operate 
box or square-end barges as lead barges 
of tows, the person in charge of the 
towing vessel shall control the speed to 
insure protection against diving and 
swamping of such barges, having due 
regard to their design and freeboard, 
and to the operating conditions. 
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(d) All barges, while carrying in bulk 
any of the cargoes described in para-
graph (a) of this section, shall be oper-
ated in conformance with the provi-
sions of this section. However, the pro-
visions of this section are not applica-
ble to such barges when empty and gas- 
freed. 

(e) Barges shall not be moved from a 
loading facility unless all bilges and 
void spaces (except those used for 
ballasting) are substantially free of 
water. Periodic inspections and nec-
essary pumping shall be carried out to 
insure maintenance of such water-free 
condition in order to minimize the free 
surface effects, both in the longitudinal 
and transverse directions. Except when 
otherwise considered necessary for in-
spection or pumping, all hatch covers 
and other hull closure devices for void 
spaces and hull compartments other 
than cargo spaces shall be closed and 
secured at all times. 

(f) During the time the cargo tanks 
contain dangerous cargoes described in 
paragraph (a) of this section in any 
amount, in the liquid or gaseous state, 
the barge shall be under constant sur-
veillance. 

(1) A strict watch of each unmanned 
barge in tow shall be maintained from 
the towing vessel while underway. 

(2) A towing vessel engaged in trans-
porting such unmanned barges shall 
not leave them unattended. When a 
barge is moored, but not gas free, it 
shall be under the observation of a 
watchman who may be a member of the 
complement of the towing vessel, or a 
terminal employee, or other person. 
Such person shall be responsible for the 
security of the barge and for keeping 
unauthorized persons off the barge. 

(g) The owner, operator, master, or 
person in charge of any barge carrying 
dangerous cargoes described in para-
graph (a) of this section shall insure 
that, while the barge is being towed 
and during cargo transfer operations, 
the persons as required by § 31.15–5 of 
this subchapter and § 35.35–1 are pro-
vided. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16704, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGFR 70–10, 35 FR 3709, Feb. 25, 
1970; CGD 73–243, 45 FR 18000, Mar. 20, 1980] 

§ 35.01–55 Pilot boarding operation. 
(a) The master shall ensure that pilot 

boarding equipment is maintained as 
follows: 

(1) The equipment must be kept clean 
and in good working order. 

(2) Each damaged step or spreader 
step on a pilot ladder must be replaced 
in kind with an approved replacement 
step or spreader step, prior to further 
use of the ladder. The replacement step 
or spreader step must be secured by the 
method used in the original construc-
tion of the ladder, and in accordance 
with manufacturer instructions. 

(b) The master shall ensure compli-
ance with the following during pilot 
boarding operations: 

(1) Only approved pilot boarding 
equipment may be used. 

(2) The pilot boarding equipment 
must rest firmly against the hull of the 
vessel and be clear of overboard dis-
charges. 

(3) Two man ropes, a safety line and 
an approved lifebuoy with an approved 
water light must be at the point of ac-
cess and be immediately available for 
use during boarding operations. 

(4) Rigging of the equipment and em-
barkation/debarkation of a pilot must 
be supervised in person by a deck offi-
cer. 

(5) Both the equipment over the side 
and the point of access must be ade-
quately lit during night operations. 

(6) If a pilot hoist is used, a pilot lad-
der must be kept on deck adjacent to 
the hoist and available for immediate 
use. 

[CGD 79–032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984] 

§ 35.01–60 Person excluded. 
Masters and pilots shall exclude from 

the pilothouse and navigation bridge 
while underway, all persons not con-
nected with the navigation of the ves-
sel. However, licensed officers of ves-
sels, persons regularly engaged in 
training, regulating, evaluating, or 
learning the profession of pilot, offi-
cials of the United States Coast Guard, 
United States Navy, United States 
Coast and Geodetic Survey, United 
States Army Corps of Engineers, Mari-
time Administration, and National 
Transportation Safety Board may be 
allowed in the pilothouse or upon the 
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